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POLICY MEMORANDUM 

Radiologic Health Branch Policy No. RML-00-01 

Effective Date of Policy: May 1 , 2000 
Supersedes Policy No.: IPM-88-2 (with respect to Large-Scale Decommissioning 

Projects) 

OVERSIGHT OF LARGE-SCALE DECOMMlSSlONfNG PROJECTS 

1.0 SCOPE 

This memorandum describes the general policy applicable to Large-Scale 
Decommissioning Projects, as defined below, where the California Department of 
Health Services, Radiologic Health Branch (the Branch) has full or partial responsibility 
for overseeing the release of the facility undergoing decommissioning. This policy 
applies to licensed and unlicensed sites that meet the criteria of a Large-Scale 
Decommissioning Project. 

1.1 DEFINITIONS 

The following shall apply in the context of Large-Scale Decommissioning Projects: 

1.1.1 Branch Decommissioning Team shall mean a team composed of Branch 
staff members, with at least 1) one from the Licensing Unit responsible for 
the facility undergoing the decommissioning, 2) one from the Inspection, 
Compliance and Enforcement office responsible for the facility undergoing 
the decommissioning, and 3) one from the Radiological Assessment Unit. 

1.1.2 Confirmatory Survey shall mean a survey performed by Branch staff to 
confirm the results of a facility's Final Status Survey. The survey shall 
confirm from 1 - 10% of the facility's measurements, including wipes, 
direct radiation measurements, soil samples, and other types of samples 
as appropriate. 
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1 .I .3 Large-Scale Decommissioning Projects shall mean those projects with 
one or more of the following characteristics: 

a) Multiple aaencv oversiaht - Facilities which are subject to regulatory 
oversight by the Branch and any other Local, State or Federal 
agency with respect to the possession, use or disposal of 
radioactive material. 

b) Larqe quantities of unsealed material - Facilities that use or have 
used large quantities of unsealed radioactive material. When 
evaluating the quantity of material used, one should consider not 
only the licensed possession limit, but also the annual throughput of 
material at the facility, and make a thorough review of the past 
history of use at the facility. The facility should be evaluated under 
this policy if they possess or possessed curie quantities of 
betafgamma emitting material or millicurie quantities of 
alphalneutron emitting material. 

c) Multiple use locations - Facilities that include multiple buildings or 
land areas where radioactive materials were used or could have 
been deposited (whether or not they are co-located at a single 
address). 

d) Public Interest - Facilities that, for whatever reason, have generated 
or appear likely to generate a substantial amount of public interest 
or media attention. 

e) Other - Facilities that do not meet any of the above criteria, but 
which the Branch determines should be subject to this policy. 

1.1.4 Fjnal Status Survey shall mean the final survey performed by a facility in 
support of the release of an area for unrestricted use. The survey results 
must be submitted to the Branch in writing and include a written evaluation 
of the results. The document must demonstrate that the area meets the 
criteria for release defined in the facility's Site Decommissioning Plan and I 

Final Survey Plan for the area in question (where one was submitted). 

1.1.5 Final Survey Plan shall mean a survey plan, which supplements the Site 
Decommissioning Plan, and describes the plan for surveying a subset of 
the facility discussed in the Site Decommissioning Plan. 

1.1.6 Site Decommissioning Plan shall mean a comprehensive written plan 
describing the characterization of the facility undergoing decommissioning, 
the projected remediation efforts, the criteria that will be used to 
demonstrate the site is releasable in accordance with applicable 
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